
Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services

Knox county case spurs debate about
truancy and right to counsel

In In re B.R., a case currently in a Tennessee circuit court, advocates maintain that
the Tennessee courts must appoint counsel for children in proceedings imposing a
“valid court order” related to truancy. Although children are appointed counsel for
later violating such a “valid court order”, they are not provided counsel for the initial
determination. The advocates also argue that federal and state law prohibit jailing
juveniles for truancy and that jailing juveniles for violating a “valid court order”
relating to truancy is an unconstitutional loophole.  The Knoxville News Sentinel has
written a story and an editorial about the case.

 

For more information on the National Civil Right to Counsel Coalition go to: 
https://civilrighttocounsel.org/

 

 

 

Last updated on February 10, 2026.
Print

Table of Contents

NEWS

News & publications

https://www.povertylaw.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=7147&amp;qid=884110
https://www.povertylaw.org/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=7148&amp;qid=884110
https://civilrighttocounsel.org/


More News

2 Aug 2024

Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services Seeks Part-Time Civil Legal Helpline Staff
Attorney

Job SummaryAre you looking for a part-time position where you can serve clients…

Continue Reading about Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services Seeks Part-Time Civil
Legal Helpline Staff Attorney

21 Mar 2022

Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services Names New Executive Director

Laura Brown, Deputy Director of Client Services at Legal Aid of Middle…

Continue Reading about Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services Names New Executive
Director

7 Jan 2022

Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services Seeks New Executive Director

TENNESSEE ALLIANCE FOR LEGAL SERVICES SEEKS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Position…

Continue Reading about Tennessee Alliance for Legal Services Seeks New Executive
Director
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