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New comprehensive ABA report details lawyer
Involvement in providing pro bono services

CHICAGO, April 26, 2018 — Results from a comprehensive survey by the American Bar Association released
today show that 4 out of 5 attorneys believe that pro bono services are important although finding the time to
provide free or low-cost legal servicesto the needy and charitable groups remains the biggest challenge for
many.

The new study, “ Supporting Justice: A Report on the Pro Bono Work of America s Lawyers,” represents the
fourth of aseries— and first since 2013. The survey reached out to more than 50,000 attorneysin 24 states,
seeking datain such areas as their interest, time spent and key influencing factors related to pro bono work to
determine how the culture of volunteering manifestsitself in the legal profession.

The survey asked lawyers about their pro bono activity during 2016 as well as their most recent pro bono
experience, using a definition that tracked pro bono in Rule 6.1 of the ABA Model Rules of Professional
Conduct. The survey then asked about motivations and attitudes as well as public service activity. Rule 6.1
defines pro bono as free legal service to the poor and organizations serving the poor and substantially reduced-
fee work for such groups, as well as civil rights, civil liberties, public rights, charitable, religious, civic,
community, governmental and educational organizations.

The results showed that 81 percent of attorneys believe that pro bono services are important and that most
lawyers perform some type of pro bono work during their career. Just over half of the attorneys surveyed had
provided some pro bono legal servicesin 2016, with alack of time cited most often as the single most important
challenge to pro bono participation. Just over half of the attorneys providing pro bono services did so on a
limited scope basis, meaning their efforts were directed at specific tasks or services. Approximately 20 percent
of surveyed attorneys reported that they had never provided pro bono legal services.

“The 2017 Justice Gap Report of the Legal Services Corporation found that 86 percent of the civil lega
problems reported by low-income Americans received inadequate or no legal help,” ABA President Hilarie Bass
said. “Legal services programs, with their limited resources, are able to provide assistance in only half of the
matters brought to them. So the justice gap is real. Private attorneys play acritical role in addressing these legal
needs through pro bono legal services. This new ABA report helps to better understand pro bonoin a
comprehensive way and will allow us to develop more effective strategies to better meet the legal needs of the
poor.”

The report will be discussed at the upcoming Equal Justice Conference in San Diego May 10-12. The conference
is co-sponsored by the ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono & Public Service, which issued the report aong
with an affiliate, the ABA Center for Pro Bono. The other co-sponsor of the San Diego conference isthe
National Legal Aid & Defender Association.

“Thisisthe most recent in a series of surveysto poll lawyersin every practice area, in every practice setting and
of every age and experience level about their pro bono activity,” said George (Buck) T. Lewis, chair of the ABA
Standing Committee on Pro Bono & Public Service and alawyer at Baker Donelson in Memphis, Tenn. “Itis
influential in informing strategies to encourage pro bono work and to develop new pro bono opportunities with


http://ABA.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.%3c%2f%3b5-%3eLCE580%3c%2f%3b%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4503934&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=259919&Action=Follow+Link
http://ABA.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.%3c%2f%3b5-%3eLCE580%3c%2f%3b%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4503934&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=259918&Action=Follow+Link
http://ABA.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.%3c%2f%3b5-%3eLCE580%3c%2f%3b%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4503934&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=259917&Action=Follow+Link
http://ABA.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d8.%3c%2f%3b5-%3eLCE580%3c%2f%3b%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4503934&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=259916&Action=Follow+Link

the goal of increasing access to the legal system.”
The full report can be read here.

ABA Legal Fact Check seeks to help the media and public find dependable answers and explanations to legal
guestions and issues. Go to www.abal egalfactcheck.com and follow us on Twitter @ABAFactCheck.

With mor e than 400,000 members, the American Bar Association isone of the largest voluntary
professional member ship organizationsin theworld. Asthe national voice of the legal profession, the ABA
worksto improvethe administration of justice, promotes programsthat assist lawyersand judgesin their
work, accreditslaw schools, provides continuing legal education, and worksto build public under standing
around theworld of theimportance of the rule of law. View our privacy statement online. Follow the
latest ABA news at www.americanbar.org/news and on Twitter @ABANews.
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